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CHARLESTON, IL (May 5, 1987)--Eastern Illinois University's softball
Lady Panthers enter the Gateway Conference Tournament as the No. 1 seed
after claiming their second straight regular-season crown last.weekend.

Eastern, 24-17-1 overall and 13-5 in the league, meets the winner of
the No. 8 Northern Iowa and No. 9 Indiana State game at 2:00 p.m. on
Thursday (May 7) at Maxwell Park in Normal, IL. If the Lady Panthers win,
they would play again at noon on Friday (May 8) while a loss would put EIU
in a 10:00 a.m. contest on Friday. The tournament runs through Saturday
(May 9) .
"I think our chances are verv good," said Eastern coach Janet Marquis
of her squad's tournament title hopes. "The team that is the most consistent is obviously going to win it. We're playing very consistent on the
road. We're up for it, and we know we can do it."
The Lady Panthers won nine of 10 Gateway games on the road this
season, including a four-game sweep over Wichita State and Southwest
Missouri State last weekend. Junior ZAM MOGILL (STREATOR) recorded
recorded her 11th shutout this season in a 7-0 victory, while iunior SARA
KARCHER (WAYNE CITY) and Mogill combined for a three-hitter in a 1-0,
nine-inning triumph against Wichita State. EIU then defeated Southwest 3-1
and 4-2.
Karcher leads EIU with a .328 batting average, 43 hits in 131 at-bats,
25 runs scored, 14 runs batted in, 12 doubles and five triples. Junior

center fielder ANGEL LENDVAY (MUNDELEIN) is second on the squad with a
.277 batting average, 31 hits in 112 at-bats and 13 RBis.
Eastern's best effort in the conference tournament came in the 1983
championship with a third-place finish. The Lady Panthers were fourth last
season.
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